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Character Trait of the Month: Respect      
The character trait for the month of October is Respect. It is easy 

to see when someone is being disrespectful, but it is a little more difficult to define exactly what 

respect means. Respect is defined as feeling or showing honor for someone or something. When I 
was a little girl, respect was taught by referring to the Golden Rule or the Golden Law which is that 

you always want to treat others the way you want to be treated. Regardless of your belief system 

or religion, it is a maxim that is found in most cultures. Showing respect includes having kindness, 
empathy, patience, and a genuine concern for others.  An example of respect is being quiet when 

you know others around you are working or trying to listen to something. You show respect by 
looking at and truly listening to someone who is speaking to you. Another example of respect is 

taking the time to walk around, rather than through someone’s yard or garden. 

    At TMSA, The first letter in our Tiger PAWS matrix is “P” for “Practice respect for others and 
property.”  At school, we show respect by using an indoor voice and by raising our hands to take 

turns talking. We respect others when they are talking by listening carefully and not interrupting 
them. We respect our school building by keeping it clean and picking up after ourselves. On the 

playground and in PE, we show respect by waiting patiently for our turn and by showing good 

sportsmanship.  We show respect for our friends by being kind and helpful to them. We can even 
show respect for our books, computers, and other supplies by taking good care of them and 

keeping them clean. 
  Teaching respect to children is very important because children must learn to value 

themselves, others, and property. We all want to raise children who are respectful.  Children who 

learn self-respect treat themselves well, and they're less likely to do harmful things. Overall, they 
learn to make better choices.     

     

There are many ways to help to raise a respectful child: 

1. Model respect. Children watch adults and older children and are looking for clues about how 

to behave, what is acceptable and what is not. If they see others treating one another with 
respect, they will learn to do the same. 

2. Discuss what respect looks like and sounds like. It is important to define expectations that 

we have for our children. Talk to them about the way we need to treat others. Focus on the 

Upcoming Events 

October 16- Parent-Teacher 

Conferences // First 

Asynchronous Day of Learning 

October 23- Teacher Workday 

To view a calendar of 

upcoming events click here. 

 

https://www.tmsacademy.org/calendar
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  Page 2 of 11 

   
 

words we use to show respect such as “excuse me”, “please,” and “thank you.”  Explain that 
respect for others is demonstrated in both attitude and behavior. 

3. Teach turn-taking. Turn-taking is a skill needed in all aspects of life. Helping children to wait 
patiently for their turn in line or for an item they’ve asked for helps to develop an attitude of 

patience and respect. 

4. Point out disrespectful behavior: Whether it is from your child or someone else, point out 
when you see someone behaving in a disrespectful manner. Explain how a respectful 

person would behave or what they would say. Children often hear people say that someone 

is “being disrespectful,” but they do not always have a clear understanding of what that 

means.  

Praise respectful behavior: When children show good manners and respect to others, it is 
important to give them specific praise for the great choices they are making.  You will positively 

reinforce good behavior when you stop and say, “I notice how you showed respect just now by 

waiting patiently for your turn,” or, “That was very kind and respectful of you to help your friend 

when she fell down.” 

Remember: I respect the individual differences, views, and beliefs of other people. I have the power 

to wait calmly without complaining. I will show high regard for myself, others and property. 

-Ms. Lanham, K-5 Dean of Students 

Schoology Parent Group 

Schoology Parent Group 

TMSA Elementary School is now using Schoology for the majority of our parent communication. 
 If you have not yet joined the ES Parent Group, it is very important that you set this up as soon as 

possible. 

1. When you log into your parent Schoology, click on the tab on the top called “groups” 
2. Scroll to the right to “My Groups” and click on “add group”              

3. Type in the access code: 33WP-HSNZ-F4DCD 
4. This should allow you to be part of the ES Parent Group 2020-2021 page.  

5. Also, if you would like to receive notifications from this group, go to your settings to add 

those. 
 If you have any trouble, please contact your child’s teacher or one of the deans. 

 

 

 

 

Student of the Month 
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We would like to congratulate our students of the month for August/September. The character trait 
the teachers recognized was Responsibility. We appreciate their hard work and dedication in class. 

Congratulations to the following: 

Kindergarten: 

-Fadi M. 

-Sherlyn R. 

-Shraddha R. 

1st Grade: 

 -Dhriya P. 

 -Vivasvan U. 

 -Aaral P. 

2nd Grade: 

 -Alex F. 

 -Guru D. 

 -Yunus Z. 

3rd Grade: 

 -Aarna V. 

 -Mia M. 

 -Kyra L. 

4th Grade: 

 -Sydney B. 

 -Aishwarya V. 

 -Suhanna A. 

5th Grade: 

 -Leyat N. 

 -Hana A. 

 -Malak S. 
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Be sure to watch Mrs. Wood’s video announcement about our Student of the Month! 

 

Elementary Clubs  

This is a little reminder to check out the wonderful teacher-

ran clubs that started up this month! Students who are 

attending the clubs are having so much fun! For a list of 
these fun clubs, please look at the last newsletter or look on 

the Elementary School Schoology Group page. 

 

New Club Alert 

Rise & Read with Ms. Gibbs on Wednesday mornings at 8:00 
am. Students will be able to join Ms. Gibbs for a morning read 

aloud! Bring your breakfast, a reading buddy, or just bring 
yourself and let’s start our day off by enjoying a story 

together! 

Interested? Simply join Ms. Gibbs’ zoom room using the code bgibbs. 

Hang outs at the Park 

Some students from Ms. Naser’s third grade class have been 
meeting up once a week at a local park for socially distanced 

time with friends! What a wonderful idea!  

 

 

SHOUT OUT FROM A TEACHER! 

FEATURED: Mrs. Sgammato's Third Grade Class 2020-2021 

In this virtual learning environment it is sometimes difficult for students to navigate the necessary 
steps to hand in completed work. The incredible students in our class have been assisting each 

other through the steps needed to submit work on Schoology. The students have helped their 

classmates in precise, patient and helpful ways. It has been extremely heartwarming to listen and 

https://drive.google.com/file/d/1Vlb-Tz7qvQRff9wn2UUE3L0tXFiuOjXc/view?usp=sharing
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watch the positive interaction between the students. The students are working to help each other 
succeed and for this teacher who struggles with technology, I am grateful for every student 

assistance. 

I look forward to the time we will be learning in person as I expect these students will share their 

compassion to help others beyond the screen. 

K/1 Literacy Night 

Thank you to all of the Kindergarten & First Grade 

families who joined us for our very first Virtual 
Literacy Night! Together, in our pajamas and 

cozied with our reading buddies, we enjoyed 

listening to the story Lacey Walker, Nonstop 
Talker by Christianne Jones. In the story, Lacey 

learns a valuable lesson about how and when to 

be an effective listener. To wrap up the evening 
we created fabulous and unique drawings of our 

main character, Lacey! 

We are currently planning a Virtual Literacy Night for our Second & Third Grade families! Please be 

on the lookout for information for more of these events! 

Elementary Homework Clubs have Began 

Beginning Monday, Sept. 28, K-5 will hold 55 min. homework help sessions after school. 

The purpose of these after school homework “clubs” is to provide students with an adult 

supervised homework session where students can get help with their assignments, as needed. 

All clubs will run from 2:05 - 3:00 Monday through Thursday. 

Students should log into Zoom using that teacher's zoom code. They can come in as often as 

needed and do not need to stay for the entire time, unless they would like to. 

Please note the subject area that each teacher is helping with and their Zoom codes listed in the 

chart below. 

3-5 Homework Clubs 

Staff Name HW Club for Zoom Code 
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Mrs. Kostova Grades 4/5 Math Mkostova 

Ms. Vee Grades 4/5 ELA Tvalines 

Ms. Blair Grade 3 Math and ELA Kblair 

K-2 Homework Clubs 

K-2 Class TA to tutor Mon-Thurs. and Zoom code TA to tutor Mon-Thurs. and Zoom code 

Kindergarten Granderson- ELA  

Code:  msgranderson 

Banu- Math 

Code: sbanu 

Grade 1 Smith- Math 

Code: msholly1932 

Hutchinson-ELA 

Code: shutchinson 

Grade 2 France ELA- 

 Code: sfrance 

Straus- Math 

Code: jstraus 

 

PBIS & Tiger PAWS 

Each week, our K-5 teachers nominate students they feel have demonstrated Tiger PAWS 

behaviors.  Winners are chosen for grades K-1; 2-3, and 4-5.   

TMSA Tiger PAWS Winners so far this year: 

Week Grades K-1 Grades 2-3 Grades 4-5 

August 24-28 Sophie L. Irwin W. Brayden D. 

Sept. 5-9 Param P. Haleigh F. Michelle V.  

Sept. 7-11 Jocelyn J. Eavan C. Vihaan Kouluri 

Sept. 14-18 Chloe Llanos Emily Yi Greyson Tomczak 
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Sept. 21-25 Eliana Baquero Mia Moolan Leyat Niqussie 

Sept. 28-Oct. 2 Hailey Morin Shloka Deepak Armin Ashfari 

Oct. 5-9 Anvir Rane Laasya Gurram Hannah Figeroua 

Congratulations to our Tiger PAWS winners! 

Keep up the grrrrrrrreat work! 

 

 

TMSA Home Visits 

One of the ways that TMSA differs from others schools is by its Home Visitation Program. TMSA 

staff will visit you and your children at your home, if you would like. Visits can also be arranged at 

another location such as a restaurant or other public location. The visits are short (20-30 

minutes) and informal.  The TMSA Parent/Teacher Home Visit Project is a model of family 

engagement that has been proven to build trust and respect between families and staff. The 
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increased communication, trust and support between families and teachers via home visits result 

in increased student attendance rates, increased student test scores, and decreased suspension 

and expulsion rates. Home visits also provide a positive opportunity to meet federal and state 

mandates that families be meaningfully informed of their child’s academic standing. In fact, the 

home visit model is recognized by the US Department of Education as a high-impact strategy for 

family engagement. 

We follow these core practices: 

·         Visits are always voluntary for educators and families and arranged in advance. 
·         The focus of the visit is relationship-building; we discuss hopes and dreams. 

·         Visits are made to a cross-section of students; no particular group of students is 

singled out. 
·         Educators conduct visits in pairs and use what they learn to help improve 

relationship building with their students. 

If you would like to sign up for a home visit, contact your child’s teacher(s) or dean. 

Learning from Home! 

Virtual learning at TMSA is going pretty great! Do you have 

pictures of your child learning with their class from home? Send 

your pictures to cgriffin@tmsacademy.org. In your email, please 

include your child/children’s name, grade, and homeroom 

teacher. Your picture may be featured in the next Elementary 

School Newsletter!  

 

 

 

Purchase your 2020-2021 Elementary Yearbook 

The 2020-2021 yearbook is going to be a book to treasure for years to come. Make sure to 

purchase early to get the LOWEST PRICE of the year. If you choose to personalize your book 

(students can choose from monograms, crests, name stamps) you will be able to choose 4 FREE 
icons as well during this Back to School Promotion!  

Please note – this offer ends on October 23rd. 

mailto:cgriffin@tmsacademy.org
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You may also click here for easy purchase online at 
http://jostensyearbooks.com/?REF=A02182088

 

http://jostensyearbooks.com/?REF=A02182088
http://jostensyearbooks.com/?REF=A02182088
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Easy Ways to Support TMSA 

Don't forget to relink your Harris Teeter grocery store card this year so you can 

continue to support TMSA.  Harris Teeter Together in Education donates a 
portion of what you spend back to us. Just add TMSA on your account page or 

use code 1765 to begin! Also, if you shop at smile.amazon.com and choose 
Triangle Math & Science Academy as your charity, a portion of the purchases you 

make through Amazon Smile are donated to the school. Additionally, you can 

download the new Box Tops for Education App! Box Tops for Education is transitioning to an all-
digital program.  Download the app and scan your store receipts whenever you see the new 

symbol on the product. If the old clip-out label is still on the product, cut it out and bring it to 

school.  Students can give box tops to their homeroom teachers. TMSA can earn 10 cents per box 
top, so whether you scan or clip, please participate in the Box Tops for Education program and 

support our school! 

 

 

http://smile.amazon.com/
https://www.facebook.com/TriangleMathandScienceAcademy/
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